The Story, chapter 25
(excerpts from Mark 8-9, 11; John 7-8, 11-12; Luke 22)

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he
asked them, “Who do people say [ am?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.”

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say [ am?”

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”

Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.

Jesus Predicts His Death

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected
by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and

after three days rise again.
(Mark 8:27-31)

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high
mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes
became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there
appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what to say, they were so
frightened.)

Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my
Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”

Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what
they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

(Mark 9:2-9)

Jesus began the long journey to Jerusalem. His teachings and his miracles had become
famous. The religious leaders were alarmed. But they hadn’t seen anything yet.

When Jesus arrived in Bethany, a few miles from Jerusalem, his good friend Lazarus, the
brother of Mary and Martha, had died. They wept at Jesus feet, Jesus was deeply moved.
Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across
the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for
he has been there four days.”

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you
have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”



When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”” The dead man
came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
(John 11:32-44)

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King

The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his
way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Blessed is the king of Israel!”

Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him
from the dead continued to spread the word. ¥ Many people, because they had heard that

he had performed this sign, went out to meet him.
(John 12:12-18)

At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, “Isn’t this the man they are
trying to kill? 26 Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have
the authorities really concluded that he is the Messiah? (john 7:25-26)

Jesus made startling claims, calling himself the “Son of Man,” a phrase the prophet
Daniel used to describe the divine being who would come to rule all things. Jesus also
used the Hebrew name of God, “l AM THAT I AM, ” when talking about himself.

and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of
Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of
the Twelve. And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and
discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to give
him money. He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them
when no crowd was present. (Luke 22:2-6)



