The Story, chapter 26 (with some 25): Palm/Passion Sunday
(excerpts from Mark 11, Matthew 27:22-54)

"When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. * Many
people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the
fields. ® Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted,

“Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

10<Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at
everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. (Mark
11:7-11)

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who
were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the
benches of those selling doves, '® and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise
through the temple courts. 7 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house
will be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.”
18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to
kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.

19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. (Mark 11:15-19)

14 Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and
the chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill
him. 2“But not during the festival,” they said, “or the people may riot.” (Mark 14:1-2)

After the festival Jesus was brought before Pilate.

22<What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”” Pilate asked.

They all answered, “Crucify him!”

23 «“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”

24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he
took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s
blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”

25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!”

26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be
crucified.

2TThen the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole
company of soldiers around him. 2 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, ? and
then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right
hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they
said. 3° They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and

again. 3! After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on
him. Then they led him away to crucify him.



