
The Story, chapter 19 

(excerpts from Ezra 1,3; Haggai 1) 
 

Many of the Jewish people, including their best and brightest leaders, had been living in 

exile in Babylon for sixty years. But empires come and go, and in 539BC the Persian 

empire conquered the Babylonians. With new rulers came new opportunities. 

 

1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by 

Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation 

throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: 
2 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 

“‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has 

appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah.  
5 Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites—everyone 

whose heart God had moved—prepared to go up and build the house of the Lord in 

Jerusalem.  
7 Moreover, King Cyrus brought out the articles belonging to the temple of the Lord, which 

Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and had placed in the temple of his god. 
  (Ezra 1:1-8) 
 
2 Then Joshua son of Jozadak and his fellow priests and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and 

his associates began to build the altar of the God of Israel to sacrifice burnt offerings on it, 

in accordance with what is written in the Law of Moses the man of God. 3 Despite their 

fear of the peoples around them, they built the altar on its foundation and sacrificed burnt 

offerings on it to the Lord, both the morning and evening sacrifices.  (Ezra 3:1-3) 

 
10 When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, the priests in their 

vestments and with trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, took their 

places to praise the Lord, as prescribed by David king of Israel. 11 With praise and 

thanksgiving they sang to the Lord: 

“He is good; 

    his love toward Israel endures forever.” 

And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the Lord, because the foundation of the 

house of the Lord was laid. 12 But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, 

who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple 

being laid, while many others shouted for joy. 13 No one could distinguish the sound of the 

shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the people made so much noise. And the 

sound was heard far away.  (Ezra 3:8-13) 

 

Short on money and opposed by enemies, the work on the temple was put on the back 

burner. Sixteen years passed, but the people found little satisfaction in their new lives. 

 



7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the 

mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and 

be honored,” says the Lord.    (Haggai 1:3-8) 

 
14 So the elders of the Jews continued to build and prosper under the preaching of Haggai 

the prophet and Zechariah, a descendant of Iddo.  
16 Then the people of Israel—the priests, the Levites and the rest of the exiles—celebrated 

the dedication of the house of God with joy. 17 For the dedication of this house of God they 

offered a hundred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred male lambs and, as a sin 

offering[a] for all Israel, twelve male goats, one for each of the tribes of Israel. 18 And they 

installed the priests in their divisions and the Levites in their groups for the service of God 

at Jerusalem, according to what is written in the Book of Moses.    (Ezra 6:14-18) 


