The Story Chapter 4, “Deliverance”
(readings excerpted from Exodus)

Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.””

2 Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know

the Lord and I will not let Israel go.”Exo 5:1-2)

So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the Lord commanded. Aaron threw his
staff down in front of Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. ! Pharaoh then
summoned wise men and sorcerers, and the Egyptian magicians also did the same things by their
secret arts: 12 Each one threw down his staff and it became a snake. But Aaron’s staff swallowed
up their staffs. 13 Yet Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he would not listen to them, just as

the Lord had said. (gxo 7:10-13)

[This miracle was followed by plagues of blood, frogs, gnats, flies, livestock, hail, locusts, and
darkness. But still Pharoah’s heart was hard and he would not let the Israelites go.]

Now the Lord had said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After
that, he will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out completely. (Exo 11:1)

So Moses said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘About midnight I will go throughout Egypt. 5 Every
firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the
firstborn son of the female slave, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as
well. (xo 11:4-5)

[But God had Moses tell the Israelites to paint the blood of a lamb on the doorposts of their
homes, so that the angel of death would pass over their houses. |

The Israelites did just what the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron.

29 At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh,
who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn
of all the livestock as well. 3® Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the
night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.
The Exodus

31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you

and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord as you have requested.
(Exo 12:28-31)



