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Words of Welcome

Morning Prayer

One: Let us join our voices in prayer:

ALL: Holy and Triune God, fill our weakness with your strength; bind
up our brokenness with your unity; calm our fears and our dread of
dying with your peace. Let us be about the tasks of your love. Use us
to build a holy place where healing and caring and joy blend in the
tones of worship to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Epistle Lesson Ephesians 2:11-22
So remember that once you were Gentiles by physical descent, who
were called "uncircumcised” by Jews who are physically circumcised. At that
time you were without Christ. You were aliens rather than citizens of Israel,

and strangers to the covenants of God’s promise. In this world you had no
hope and no God. But now, thanks to Christ Jesus, you who once were so far
away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

Christ is our peace. He made both Jews and Gentiles into one group.
With his body, he broke down the barrier of hatred that divided us. He
canceled the detailed rules of the Law so that he could create one new
person out of the two groups, making peace. He reconciled them both as
one body to God by the cross, which ended the hostility to God.

When he came, he announced the good news of peace to you who were
far away from God and to those who were near. We both have access to the
Father through Christ by the one Spirit. So now you are no longer strangers
and aliens. Rather, you are fellow citizens with God’s people, and you belong
to God’s household. As God’s household, you are built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. The
whole building is joined together in him, and it grows up into a temple that
is dedicated to the Lord. Christ is building you into a place where God lives
through the Spirit.

Sermon Walls Make Terrible Neighbors
Sermon Series No Longer Strangers
Pastor Scott Walters
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Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them
that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
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