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Words of Welcome

Morning Prayer

Lord, forgive us when we see your miracles all around us and still
doubt your power, presence and love. Forgive us when we treat this
world and each other with careless indifference. You, who have
created the most wondrous things from the smallest of particles, can
create in our hearts confidence and hope. From our lives you can
fashion the most delightful miracles that can serve you through acts
of mercy and kindness. Free us, Lord, to receive your blessings and,
having received them, to find the nhumerous ways in which we can
serve you. Heal our wounded hearts. Hear our cries. Come to us and
bring us home. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen.

Words of Assurance
One: It is God who has created all that is! It is God who has called to your
hearts and spirits. God is with you. Praise be to God.

ALL: AMEN.
Praise Open My Eyes, That I May See
Open my eyes, that I may see UMH #454

glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hands the wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee,

ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my eyes, illumine me,

Spirit divine!

Open my ears, that I may hear

voices of truth thou sendest clear;

and while the wave-notes fall on my ear,
everything false will disappear.

Silently now I wait for thee,

ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my ears, illumine me,

Spirit divine!
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Open my mouth, and let be bear
gladly the warm truth everywhere;
open my heart and let me prepare
love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee,

ready, my God thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me,

Spirit divine!

Epistle Lesson 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

So we are always confident, because we know that while we are living in
the body, we are away from our home with the Lord. We live by faith and
not by sight. We are confident, and we would prefer to leave the body and to
be at home with the Lord. So our goal is to be acceptable to him, whether
we are at home or away from home. We all must appear before Christ in
court so that each person can be paid back for the things that were done
while in the body, whether they were good or bad.

The love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: one died
for the sake of all; therefore, all died. He died for the sake of all so that
those who are alive should live not for themselves but for the one who died
for them and was raised.

So then, from this point on we won’t recognize people by human standards.

Even though we used to know Christ by human standards, that isn’t how we
know him now. So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new
creation. The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!

Sermon Changing Beyond the Suffering
Sermon Series: More Than Meets The Eye
Pastor Scott Walters

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them
that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
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