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Prelude                                                        For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
Words of Welcome  
 
Morning Prayer (unison)  
Gracious God of mercy, we thank you for your presence with us. As 
we gather in this community to share our faith, we open our hearts 
to the future of this church. We ask that you make us a blessing 
Prepare us to serve and celebrate the ministries you place before us. 
Giver of everlasting life, fill us again with your spirit, for it is in 
Christ’s name we pray. AMEN. 
 
Hymn                                          Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
                      
Reading from the Original Testament                            Genesis 22:1-14 
After these events, God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 
Abraham answered, “I’m here.” God said, “Take your son, your only son 
whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah. Offer him up as an 
entirely burned offering there on one of the mountains that I will show you.” 
Abraham got up early in the morning, harnessed his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, together with his son Isaac. He split the wood for 
the entirely burned offering, set out, and went to the place God had 
described to him. On the third day, Abraham looked up and saw the place at 
a distance. Abraham said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey. The 
boy and I will walk up there, worship, and then come back to you.” 
Abraham took the wood for the entirely burned offering and laid it on his son 
Isaac. He took the fire and the knife in his hand, and the two of them walked 
on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father?” 
Abraham said, “I’m here, my son.” Isaac said, “Here is the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for the entirely burned offering?” 
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Abraham said, “The lamb for the entirely burned offering? God will see to it, 
my son.” The two of them walked on together. They arrived at the place God 
had described to him. Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood 
on it. He tied up his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 
Then Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to kill his son as a 
sacrifice. But the Lord’s messenger called out to Abraham from heaven, 
“Abraham? Abraham?” Abraham said, “I’m here.” The messenger said, 
“Don’t stretch out your hand against the young man, and don’t do anything 
to him. I now know that you revere God and didn’t hold back your son, your 
only son, from me.” Abraham looked up and saw a single ram caught by its 
horns in the dense underbrush. Abraham went over, took the ram, and 
offered it as an entirely burned offering instead of his son. Abraham named 
that place “the Lord sees.” That is the reason people today say, “On this 
mountain the Lord is seen.” 
 
Sermon Series                                   God’s Dysfunctional Family: 
                                                                             “An Unthinkable Trial” 

Pastor Scott Walters 
                 

Hymn                                                                             I’ll Fly Away 
          
Pastoral Prayer                      
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 “Our Father Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Announcement  
 
Blessing 
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