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Prelude                                                                                    Dan Collins 
 
Words of Welcome  
Prayer of Confession (unison)  
O God, you are always true to us in love and we are left wanting to 
say sorry for our faithlessness to you and to one another, for our 
forgetting of the poor and the broken, for our feckless abuse of your 
creation, for our failure to see your glory and grace in those different 
from ourselves. Give us power in living, O God, to change— and 
enable us to change, that we might be awakened to the power of 
your life at work all around us. Amen. 
 
Passing of the Peace  
Leader:  The peace of Christ be with you all.  
People: And also with you. All are invited to stand and share the 
peace of Christ with one another. 
 
Hymn                                                                           Come Sunday                           
                                                          Dan Collins 
                
Reading from the Original Testament             Genesis 21:8-21 
    The boy grew and stopped nursing. On the day he stopped nursing, 
Abraham prepared a huge banquet. Sarah saw Hagar’s son laughing, the 
one Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham. So she said to Abraham, 
“Send this servant away with her son! This servant’s son won’t share the 
inheritance with my son Isaac.” 
    This upset Abraham terribly because the boy was his son. God said to 
Abraham, “Don’t be upset about the boy and your servant. Do everything 
Sarah tells you to do because your descendants will be traced through Isaac. 
But I will make of your servant’s son a great nation too, because he is also 
your descendant.” Abraham got up early in the morning, took some bread 
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and a flask of water, and gave it to Hagar. He put the boy in her shoulder 
sling and sent her away. 
    She left and wandered through the desert near Beer-sheba. Finally the 
water in the flask ran out, and she put the boy down under one of the desert 
shrubs. She walked away from him about as far as a bow shot and sat down, 
telling herself, I can’t bear to see the boy die. She sat at a distance, cried 
out in grief, and wept. 
    God heard the boy’s cries, and God’s messenger called to Hagar from 
heaven and said to her, “Hagar! What’s wrong? Don’t be afraid. God has 
heard the boy’s cries over there. Get up, pick up the boy, and take him by 
the hand because I will make of him a great nation.” Then God opened her 
eyes, and she saw a well. She went over, filled the water flask, and gave the 
boy a drink. God remained with the boy; he grew up, lived in the desert, and 
became an expert archer. He lived in the Paran desert, and his mother found 
him an Egyptian wife. 
 
Sermon Series                                   God’s Dysfunctional Family: 
                                                                                “A Painful Shortcut” 

Pastor Scott Walters 
                 

Hymn                                                      Swing Low, Sweet Chariot                           
                                                          Dan Collins 
 
Pastoral Prayer                      
The Lord’s Prayer 
 “Our Father Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Announcement  
 
Blessing 
 


