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 “We are fascinated by missionary tales of "chance" encounters. Along a lonely road in the African bush, a 

man suddenly appears and asks a missionary traveler, "Can you tell me who Jesus is?" Luke's account of 

Philip's divinely guided encounter with the Ethiopian would have been just as fascinating to first-century 

Romans or Greeks, for in their view Ethiopians lived literally at the southern edge of the earth. 

It is God’s mission to spread the word and develop the church.  We can know undoubtedly that the 

gospel that is to be preached among all the nations is true since it reaches an Ethiopian so soon after its 

inception. 

In our scripture, we find that Philip, In immediate obedience, with little information but complete trust in 

the God who guides, sets out. Take note:  For God to summon Philip from a thriving ministry in Samaria to 

the wilderness of the Judean hills is not an irrational move. God knows what he’s doing.  God's goal is not 

only "quantity" but also "quality.  It’s about relationships.  It’s about stepping back and allowing God to 

work miracles.” 

 

Acts 8:26-38  
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 

treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 

reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip 

ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit 

beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

        so he does not open his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

    Who can describe his generation? 

        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the 

good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 

said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to 

stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 

 

 “May we all take a cue from Philip and jump at the opportunities to spread the Good News!” 
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There’s a movie coming out in April called the Case for Christ.  In this true story, Lee Strobel, a journalist, 

and strong non-believer is faced with proving his Christian wife wrong.  He begins a serious journalistic 

investigation to establish the case against Christ, with the hope of “rescuing” his wife, Leslie, from her 

newfound faith in Jesus.  

In the coming weeks, we’re going to talk about the question of how we, too, can investigate the evidence 

for Christ. But before we do, let’s watch a short clip from the movie. It shows a very frustrated Lee Strobel 

sitting in the newsroom of the Chicago Tribune, trying to figure out what to do with all of the evidence he 

was uncovering that was consistently pointing him toward the truth of the Christian faith. Then, in the 

middle of his contemplative moment, Strobel’s coworker Kenny London, the Tribune’s religion editor, walks 

in and senses the situation, and how he might help.  

[Movie clip: Case for Christ] 

 

Have you ever been in a conversation like that? Have you ever sensed, as Kenny London did in that 

scene, that a friend or family member has at least some degree of interest in in Christ but is hung up on a 

spiritual sticking point? Or maybe you’re at a place in your own life where you’re dealing with your own 

spiritual sticking point. 

What’s a spiritual sticking point? For a biblical example, let’s look at Acts chapter 8, starting in verse 26, 

where God spoke through an angel to present Jesus’ disciple Philip with a very unusual request. He said, 

“Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” He didn’t explain why, 

but Philip obeyed anyway.  
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So Philip started out, and he saw a carriage coming down the road. And in the carriage was an Ethiopian 

official, basically the equivalent of the Secretary of the Treasury, for the queen of Ethiopia. And he was a 

eunuch. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and he was now returning. And was seated in his 

carriage and was reading aloud from the Old Testament Scriptures, from the book of the prophet Isaiah.  

Phillip is instructed to ride alongside and hears the Eunuch reading.  “Philip asked, ‘Do you understand 

what you are reading?’ The man replied, ‘How can I, unless someone explains it to me?’” 

In other words, this man from Ethiopia had hit a spiritual sticking point.  

He was on a journey, literally, coming back from worshiping in Jerusalem. So he was on a physical 

journey, but he was on a spiritual journey as well, trying to understand the Scriptures. But he has reached 

a sticking point: He can’t understand it without someone helping him along. Often this happens with 

people who are feeling attracted toward God. They’re on a journey toward God, but they hit a sticking 

point—something that blocks their spiritual journey. There’s an issue, an objection, a question, a concern 

that blocks their progress toward a spiritual breakthrough.  

Have you ever felt that way? You hunger for a deep, authentic personal relationship with Christ, but 

something stunts your spiritual progress? You’re attracted to a relationship with the God of the universe, 

but there’s something you can’t seem to get past? You’re not alone!  

Today we are going to talk about two of the four most common spiritual sticking points that come up 

when investigating the Case for Christ.  

 

The first sticking point is when we say, “I can’t believe.” 
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This struggle is often expressed by people with intellectual issues blocking their spiritual path. A scientist 

might say, “I can’t believe the Bible because it conflicts with science.” Or the mother of a sick child could 

be heard saying, “I can't believe in a God who permits my precious girl to suffer when so many evil 

people thrive.” Or maybe it’s a lawyer who says, “I’m used to dealing with evidence, facts, data, and logic; 

I can’t believe in something we’re asked to accept on faith.” A businessperson might explain, “I prayed my 

business would succeed, but it’s going down the tubes. I can’t believe in a God who ignores my prayers.”  

This is the sticking point that Jesus’ disciple Thomas had in John 20:25 where he said, “Unless I see the 

nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 

believe.” 

So how can we get past this spiritual sticking point? We can learn from the Ethiopian eunuch that Philip 

met on the road. You know what he was doing? He was actively seeking God.  

 

Jeremiah 29:13 promises, “You will 
seek me and find me when you seek 
me with all your heart.”

 

The Ethiopian went to the temple in Jerusalem to worship, even though under Jewish law he was not 

allowed to fully participate. And when Philip met him, the Ethiopian was searching the Scriptures for 

answers. When we do these things, God promises to meet us. Jeremiah 29:13 promises, “You will seek me 

and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” 
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Sir Lionel Luckhoo was another skeptic who searched for and found truth in God. Luckhoo was the 

greatest attorney who ever lived. He was in the Guinness Book of World Records for winning more murder 

trials than anyone had ever won in history. He was a brilliant legal mind and received many honors. He 

was a skeptic, but he took his monumental legal knowledge and applied it to investigating the historical 

record of Jesus’ resurrection.  
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In summary of his conclusion, Luckhoo stated, “I say unequivocally that the evidence for the Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ is so overwhelming that it compels acceptance by proof which leaves absolutely no room 

for doubt.”  

The Bible says the very fact that you are able to seek God is because he is drawing you to himself. God 

seeks you first. It was no accident that Philip ended up on that road with the Ethiopian eunuch—God 

supernaturally sent Philip. And I believe it is no accident that you are here today.  

 

Our second sticking point to discuss today is: “I don’t want to believe.”  

Have you ever talked with someone who just wasn’t interested in hearing the evidence for God? They’re 

life is going just fine.  Over 80% of our community falls into this category.  Maybe you’ve offered to 

explain to them how you’ve discovered the truth and the reasons that convinced you, but they just don’t 

want to hear it. They don’t think there could be any real evidence—subject closed.  

At first this may seem to be an intellectual sticking point—and in some cases it may be. But sometimes, as 

you get to know the person, you’ll discover that there is another issue behind their rejection of the 

evidence. Sometimes Moral issues get in the way of a person’s spiritual journey. They may be involved in 

an inappropriate relationship, unethical business practice, or other sin. Becoming a Christian would mean 

a radical life change that they’re just not open to. In other words, sometimes we love our sin more than 

we love the truth.  
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John 3:19 tells us, “Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their 

deeds were evil.” For people who struggle with this issue of not wanting to believe, their true spiritual 

sticking point is not a knowledge problem; it’s a lifestyle problem.  

Truth be told, this is the way many people are. They don’t want God to change their lives, so they 

manufacture reasons not to believe.   
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But what if they put God to the test and compare the costs and benefits of their current lifestyle with that 

of following Christ. He offers so much: forgiveness, adventure, a clean conscience, security, guidance, 

hope, fulfillment, relationship, comfort, peace of mind, love, release from guilt, the power to overcome self-

destructive impulses, and the promise of eternity. 

Is this second spiritual sticking point one you struggle with? Are lifestyle issues holding you back? Then 

weigh it out. Play things out to their logical ends; mentally carry the current trajectory of your life to its 

conclusion. Where do you end up? And how will you feel about yourself? Then compare it to the 

trajectory of following Jesus Christ.  

One other variation of this spiritual sticking point is a hidden authority obstacle. A person who struggles 

with this doesn't want anyone—including the God who created them—to tell them how to live their life. So 

they find reasons not to believe.  

But they’re missing the point: God’s goal isn’t to boss us around, but to guide us into our greatest purpose 

and potential and to protect us from our own self-destructive behavior. Isn’t that the kind of loving 

authority we all need in our lives? 
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In each of the two sticking points mentioned, there is hope and there is a way to get unstuck. In the 

weeks to come, we’ll continue to unpack evidence in the case for Christ as we follow our strong non-

believer, Lee Strobel on his quest to disprove Jesus Christ, only to discover the greatest truth of all time.  

Amen. 

 


